Identifying the invasive
garden ant (Lasius neglectus)
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Field Characteristics

» Smaller than L. niger
» Lighter colour

1mm

L. niger L. neglectus

Separating L. neglectus from UK Lasius

1. Body has a uniform brown colour (not yellow or black)

Lasius niger  Lasius neglectus

2. Erect hairs on
antennal scape
and hind tibia
absentin

L. neglectus
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Antennal hairs and body colour separate L. neglectus from all UK Lasius sp. except L. alienus and L.
psammophilus (which have a very different ecology). These can be eliminated by considering the dentition
of the ants. The dentition can be variable (see photograph), so it is important to check multiple specimens.

3. Usually 7 teeth Typical L. neglectus Typical L. alienus &
per mandibleand — —
2 larger teethat — —
basal end. (c.f. 8
and 3) Check at
least 5 specimens. L. neglectus

Further information:
UNIVERSITY W NERC www.bwars.com/ant/formicidae/

formicinae/lasius-neglectus
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